Write your answers legibly. lllegible handwriting will be penalised.

SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION — OCTOBER 2025
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW {LW 109)

Time - 3 hours

Answer only Six (6} questions. The first question is compulsory and carries Twenty {20) marks.
Every other gquestion carries Sixteen (16} marks.

1. Nayomi is the head of a Farmer’s Organisation, whose 5000 members grow fruits and
vegetables using chemical fertilizer and chemical pesticides. On the 1% of July 2025, the
Cabinet of Ministers took a policy decision to ban the use of chemical fertilizer and pesticides
in fruit and vegetable cultivation citing Section 8 of the new Public Health Act, which says
“The Cabinet of Ministers may adopt such policies that promote public heafth.” The primary
réason for the decision was due to a recent study by the University of Peradeniya that found
that vegetarians in Sri Lanka were more vuinerable to kidhey ailments and cancer. The
secondary reason was the need to save foreign exchange due to the high importation costs
of chemical fertilizer and pesticides. Nayomi says that no Farmer’s Organisation was
consulted prior to this decision and that. they only became aware of the Cabinet decision
when there was a severe shortage of chemical fertilizer and pesticides in the market on or
about 1%t Qctober 2025. Nayomi says that due to the lack of chemical fertilizer and pesticides,
their crops have been destroyed and there is a severe shortage of fruits and vegetables in the
market. Nayomi says that farmers will no longer be able to cultivate fruits and vegetables
unless the Cabinet decision is set aside.

Nayomi wants to file a fundamental rights application on behalf of herself and the Farmer’s
Organization and seeks your advice on the following matters, having regard to applicable

constitutional provisions and decided cases :

{(a) Does the Cabinet decision violate the fundamental rights of Nayomi and the Farmer’s

QOrganisation? (7 marks)
(b} Do the reasons set out in the Cabinet decision constitute permissible restrictions of
fundamental rights under the Constitution? {7 marks)

(c) Would the application be time barred? {6 marks)
: (Total 20 marks)

2. “The Sovereignty of the People must be exercised not by a single institution but by separate
organs of government in the manner set out in the 1978 Constitution, in keeping with the
Doctrine of Separation of Powers, with sufficient checks and balances.”

Do you agree? Discuss with reference to applicable constitutional provisions and decided
cases. {16 marks)
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3.

“The Rule of Law is the basis of our Constitution. The Rule of law has s_evéral meanings and it
is the judiciary which is entrusted in making the Rule of Law meaningful and effective and
guaranteeing to every person the equal protection of the law.”

Do you agree? Discuss with reference to applicable constitutional provisions and decided
cases, f {16 marks}

Dayan had a boundary dispute with his neighbor Ajith, Ajith made a complaint to the Police
that Dayan had caused damage to his boundary wall. Dayan was then summoned to the Police
station to record a statement on 15 of June 2025 at 9 a.m. When Dayan went to the Palice,
his statement was not recorded but he was put in a cell inside the Police Station. Dayan was
kept inside the cell till 12 noon on 17" June 2025 and was prevented from seeing his family
or having access to a lawyer. Dayan’s wife was told by the Police that Dayan had been arrested
for several narcotics offences. Dayan was then questioned by the Police on his involvement
with a notorious drug dealer Saman. Dayan denied any knowledge of such person or his
activities. Dayan was then beaten with a police baton and suffered serious injury to his neck,
chest and legs. On the 18" of June 2025 at 12 noon, Dayan was released from Police custody,
since the Police had mistaken Dayan for another wanted criminal “Jayan”, who had been
arrested subsequently.

-Advise Dayan whether his fundamental rights have been violated by the Police, with

reference to Articles of the Constitution and decided cases. - {16 marks)

“The devolution of power introduced through the Thirteenth Amendment to the 1978
Constitution, did not after the unitary character of Sri Lanka. The executive powers of the
President and the legisiative powers of Parliament remain unaffected despite the creation of
Provincial Councils.”

Do you agree? State the reasons for your answer with examples from the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution. C (16 marks)

“Public power is not for personal gain or favour, but always to be used to optimize the benefit
of the People. To do otherwise would be to betray the trust reposed by the People within
wheom, in terms of the Constit:ition, the Sovereignty reposes.” - lustice Shiranee Tilakawardana
Do you agree? Discuss with reference to decided cases. (16 marks)

“The President as the Head of the Executive is bound to uphold the Constitution and the low
of the country. He does not have absolute or unfettered discretion. Any official act or omission
of the President which infringes the fundamental rights of any person can now be challenged
before the Supreme Court and the Court can grant appropriate refief.”

Discuss this statement with reference to decided cases where the Supreme Court has
reviewed the official acts and omissions of the President. ' (16 marks)
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8. Amal is the President of “TRUTH”, an anti-corruption movement in Sri Lanka. Amai was invited
to speak on the topic “Corruption” on a show hosted by a State owned radio station on 1%
August 2025 at 9 p.m. The radio show also allowed listeners to ask questions on the topic from
Amal through a dedicated text messaging service. When the radio show commenced, Amal
began to criticize the President for failing to implement the Anti-Corruption faw in the public
sector. At 9.20pm, the host of the show got a telephone call from the Media Minister to
immediately stop the show, as Amal's views were causing damage to the President’s
reputation. The radio station complied with the Minister's request and stopped the show at
9.25pm and requested Amal to leave. Piyal, who is a social activist, was listening to the radio
programme and at 9.15pm had sent in a question on the new Anti Corruption Act through a
text message for Amal to answer, prior to the radio show being halted. Piyal was upset that
the radio show was halted and that he could not receive an answer to his question.

Your advice has now been sought on the following matters, based on applicable constitutional
provisions and decided cases: '

(a) Do the actions of the Media Minister and the State owned radio station give rise to a
violation of Amal’s fundamental rights? - {8 marks)

(b) Do the actions of the Media Minister and the State owned radio station give rise to a
violation of Piyal’s fundamental rights? (8 marks)
(Total = 16 marks)

9. “Legislative power exercised by Parliament is not confined to making laws, but involves a
broader role which includes being in full control of public finance and acting as a check on the
Executive.”

Do you agree? Discuss with examples and references to applicable constitutional provisions.
{16 marks)
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Write your answers legibly. lllegible handwriting will be penalised.

SR! LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION — OCTOBER 2025
CRIMINAL LAW (LW 101)

Time ~ 3 hours

Answer only Six (6) guestions. The first question is compulsory and carries Twenty (20)
marks. Every other question carries Sixteen {16) marks.

1. Duminda has been indicted before the High Court of Colombo for committing the offence
of murder of Dinindu, a 9 year old boy, under Section 296 of the Penal Code.

At the time of the incident, Duminda was an active serviceman attached to the Sri Lanka
Army. He had married Samanthi, a destitute woman living on the streets without even
having a permanent residence, and took the responsibility of her daughter Dulini, born to
another man. At Samanthi’s request, Duminda further agreed to provide shelter and care
for Dinindu, who was his wife’s nephew. Dinindu’s biological mother (Samanthi’s sister)
was an impoverished housemaid, without a permanent shelter and wholly incapable of
raising her son. Duminda endeavored to educate both children despite them not being his
biological offspring.

" On the day in question, when on leave, Duminda began tutoring the deceased boy in
mathematics, whilst Dulini was also studying on her own. Dulini later testified that her
uncle Duminda continuously scolded Dinindu for failing to memorize certain mjmbers,
especially 6 and 9. She claimed that she heard her cousin’s screams, pleading not to be
beaten and promising he would learn the numbers. At one point, Duminda fetched a
wooden pestle (about 10-15 inches long, ordinarily used by Samanthi to pound coconut
sambol) from the kitchen. Shortly afterwards, Dulini heard the noise of further assauit.
Later, she witnessed Duminda bathing Dinindu and putting him to bed. |

Several hours later, when Samanthi returned, she noticed that Dinindu’s body had gone
cold. He was rushed to hospital, where he was pronounced dead upon admission.

The Post-Mortem Report established that the cause of death was schock and hemorrhage
following multiple contusions in the abdominal area and on the legs. '

In his defené_e, Duminda contended that the assault was a misguided corporeal
punishmen't intended to discipline and educate the child, rather than an act of deliberate
violence carried out with malice or intention to kill. He further claimed that he lost his
self-control and was provoked when the boy repeatedly failed to recall the numbers.
Counsel for Duminda argues that the offence committed amounts to culpable homicide
not amounting to murder, and not murder, as indicted.
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~ Do you agree with the contention of Duminda’s Counsel? Discuss with reference to the
offence of murder, relevant special exceptions, and the distinction between culpable
homicide amounting to murder and culpable homicide not amounting to murder. SUpport
your answer with appropriate legal provisions and case laws, (20 marks)

Kamal, a 28 year old man, invites his neighbor Mala, a 19 year old girl, to his house to help
with household chores. Mala claims that while she was there, Kamal forcibly engaged in
sexual intercourse with her despite her repeated protests and attempts to resist. Mala
reports the incident to the police immediately. Kamal relies on the defence of consent.

Discuss whether Kamal's conduct meets the legal criteria to constitute the offence of rape
referring to relevant statutory provisions and caselaws. _ (16 marks)

. Saman, a cashier at a local supermarket, finds a wallet left behind by a customer at the
checkout counter. The wallet contains Rs. 50,000 and the owner’s National Identity Card.
Instead of reporting the lost wallet to the management or attempting to return it to its
owner, Saman takes the money and uses it to pay off his personal debts.

Discuss whether- Saman’s actions constitute dishonest misappropriation under the
applicable legal provisions, referring to relevant case laws. _ {16 marks})

Kasun, a CCTV technician at ABC Bank, accessed the Manger’s computer at the Wattala
Branch on 3™ April 2025, while the Manager was absent, and viewed account number
223344 with a balance of Rs. 110 million.. He photographed the screen using his mobile
phone.

Kasun then requested his friend Nuwan, a software engineer, to develop a program that
~ would transfer funds from the said account tu Kasun’s bank account in China. Nuwan
agreed, in return for Rs. 10 miIIion.‘;s.For this purpose, Kasun obtained the account holder’s
name and Customer Information Ff@e (CIF} number from Niwani, a bank officer, a friend of
his. Niwani provided the information for Rs. 25,000/~ without reveaii-ng it to the bank or
the account holder.

Armed with this information, Nuwan developed a malicious program on a USB drive and
handed it to Kasun, instructing him to insert it into any com puter at the bank. On 10 June
2025, during a maintenance visit, Kasun inserted the USB drive into a bank computer. The
system detected suspicious activity and Kasun was arrested before any money was
“transferred. '
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Discuss under the Computer Crimes Act, No.24 of 2007 the criminal liability {individual
and/vicarious) of;

i. Kasun

ii. Nuwan, and

iii. Niwani {16 marks)

Ruwan, Prasanna and Amal plan to confront their rival Sanjeewa, over a personal dispute.
During the confrontation, Prasanna strikes Sanjeewa on the head with a metal rod,
causing fatal injuries. Although Ruwan and Amal did not physically attack Sanjeewa, they
were present and encouraged Prasanna throughout the incident. '

Explain the legal concept of common intention under the Penal Code, including its
essential ingredients. Discuss whether Ruwan and Amal can be held criminally liable under
the principler of common intention, with reference to relevant statutory provisions and
case law. : {16 marks)
6. (i) Amal, a 35 year old man, stabbed his neighbour during a sudden quarrel. At trial,
evidence revealed that Amal had been suffering from schizophrenia for several years. A
Medical Officer testified that, at the time of incideht, Amal was under a delusion that his
neighbour was attempting to kill him. Amal’s Counsel argued that due to his mental
condition, he was incapable of knowing the nature of his act or that it was wrong.

Discuss the influence of the M’Naghten Rules and their relevance in Sri Lankan
jurisprudence in light of statutory provisions in the Penal Code, burden of proof and case
laws pertaining to the General Exception of insanity. : {8 marks)

(ii} Ajith, a farmer, saw another man carrying away a bundle of coconuts from his land at
night. Believing that the man was a thief, Ajith struck him and tied him up until the police
arrived. It was later discovered that the man was in fact his neighbour, who had been
given permission by Ajith’s son to take the coconuts earlier that day. Ajith raised the
defence that he acted under a buna fide mistake of fact.

Discuss whether Ajith can successfully rely on the defence of mistake of fact to avoid
criminal liability, referring to relevant statutory provisions and case law. (8 marks)
(Total = 16 marks})

7. Nimal, a gem dealer in Ratnapura, shows a potential buyer, Perera, a collection of what
he claims is “genuine Ceylon sapphires worth Rs.500,000.” Nimal provides fake
certificates of authenticity that he created using his computer. Unknown to Perera, the
gems are actually synthetic stones worth only Rs.10,000. Perera relying on Nimal's
representations and the fake certificate, pays Rs. 500,000 for the collection,
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{i} Has Nimal committed the offence of cheating? Identify and explain the essential
ingredients of cheating. Cite relevant legal provisions and case laws. {13 marks)

(i)Would your answer change if Perera was a professional Gem Merchant who had the
capacity and ability to know that the stones were fake? (3 marks)
(Total = 16 marks)

8. ‘A’ entered a house, stole a jewelry box, and then tied up the house owner before
escaping when he obstructed A’s way. The court had to decide whether using force after
the theft could still amount to robbery.

Discuss the distinction between theft and robbery in light of this case. Support your
answer with reasoning and relevant statutory provisions. _ (16 marks)

9. During an. argument over a property dispute, Nimal strikes his neighbor Sunil with a
wooden pole, causing Sunil to suffer a fractured arm. Sunil seeks medical attention and
files a complaint with the police.

“An Ehjury caused to a bone by a cut, which does not indicate that the bone was broken or
cracked is not grievous hurt within the meaning of section 311 of the Penal Code.”
' ' Inspector of Police v Pedrick 49NLR 62

(i) Define the offence of ‘hurt’ and distinguish it from ‘grievous hurt” highlighting the
essential ingredients of each offence, - (12 marks)

(i)  Discuss whether Nimal's actions amount to ‘hurt’ or ‘grievous hurt’ in light of the
. above judgment and the developments of the law pertaining to grievous hurt after

the amendment brought forth in Act no 22 of 1995, Cite relevant legal provisions and

case law. S _ (4 marks}

(Total = 16 marks)
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Write your answers legibly. lllegible handwriting will be penalised.

SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION — OCTOBER 2025
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW (LW 105)

Time - 3 hours

Answer only Six (6} questions in total. Question No.01 is compulsory and carries Twenty

{20) marks. Every other guestion carries Sixteen (16) marks.

1.

2.

Write a descriptive note on the “Polluter Pays” principle with reference to the case of
Environmental Justice & Others Vs Marine Environmental Protection Authority, Sri Lanka
Ports Authority and Others S.C, /FR. 168....2021 with specific focus on the following:-

a) brief description of the facts of the case which caused immense environmental and
economic disaster together with violation of Fundamental rights;

b) the inaction and negligence on the part of the Authormes and public officials which led
to the disaster;

¢} economic loss caused by an institution due to the filing of a Civil case in a foreign
country;

d) the innovative measures taken by the Judiciary by setting out time limits for the
payment of compensation and exercising continuous monitoring measures in
implementing its Orders;

e) the statement made by the Judiciary that the standard of liability for pollution is
absolute and non — negotiable, (20 marks)

"According to Articles 3 and 4 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka the scvzreignty continues to be reposed in the people and the Organs of the
Government are mere custodians for the time being who exercise the power of the
people. It should be seen at all times as the power of the people and people in authority
cannot exercise their power in an arbitrary manner disregarding the best interests of the
people”

Explain'the above statement with reference to the relevant provisions of the Constitution
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, the Public Trust Doctrine and decided

cases. ‘ : : {16 marks) .

(A) “The objective of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report is to ensure that the
development project under consideration is environmentally sound and sustainable, at a
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very early stage of a prescribed project. It also requires transparency and cost — benefit
analysis etc.”

" Explain the above statement in detail with reference to the provisions of the National
Environmental Act No. 47 of 1980 (as amended) and decided cases.

(B) Set out duties and obligations of the;

i.Central Environmental Authority,
ii.Project proponent, and _
iii.Project approving agencies. . (16 marks)

“Inter-generational equity principle recognizes that while the present generation is
entitled to explore the limited natural resources of the earth for its sustenance and
survival, it also recognizes that the present generation also has a duty to protect the
limited natural resources and the environment by using them in a sustainable manner for
the future generations also to benefit from the said resources.”

Discuss the above statement with reference Yo the relevant provisions of the the National
Environmental Act No. 47 of 1980 (as amended), Inter-generational equity principle and
decided cases. (16 marks)

. “The principle of sustainable development prioritizes human needs and concerns for a
healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. Sustainable development refates to
issues of over exploitation of natural resources and irreversible destruction of the
environment in the process of development by the present generation.”

Discuss the above statement in relation to the Sustainable Development Principle and
decided cases. ' (16 marks)

In a rural area of Kandy, a privately owned brick kiln has recently expanded its operations.
The kiln emits thick black smoke and soot, which settles on nearby houses and the village
temple, damaging paint and roof tiles, produces loud mechanical noise late into the night,
disturbing the villagers’ sleep, causes eye and respiratory irritation among schoolchildren
and elderly residents, and discharges slurry waste into a smalf stream used by farmers for
irrigation.

‘Although residents have complained to the Grama Niladhari and the Pradeshiya Sabha, no
meaningful action has been taken. The owner insists he holds a valid EPL issued by the
local authority, and argues that the kiln provides jobs for several villagers.
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8.

A group of residents approach you for advice.
Advise them on:

i The immediate legal remedies available to abate the nuisance.
ii. Whether the kiln owner’s defence of holding an EPL is sufficient to excuse liability.
{16 marks)

“Obtaining an Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) is not @ mere formality — it is a
structured regulatory process designed to filter, evaluate, and control potentially harmful
activities before they cause environmental damage.”

Discuss this statement with reference to:

i. the classification of prescribed activities under the provisions of the National
Environmental Act No. 47 of 1980 (as amended) and subordinate legislation and the
application form,

ii. the step-by-step application procedure for obtaining an EPL,

ili. the legal and regulatory obligations of the licensee, and

iv. the legal consequences of breaching licence conditions.

Support your answer with statutory provisions, regulations, and decided cases.
{16 marks)

“Environmental rights in Sri Lanka have developed not through express constitutional
guarantees, but through judicial creativity in interpreting Constitutional provisions such as
the Directive Principles of State Policy and Article 12(1).”

" Discuss this statement with reference to:

i, - Sri Lanka’s Constitutional framework,

ii. Case Law, and
iii. the effectiveness of constitutional remedies for environmental protection.
{16 marks)

Write a detailed overview of two of the following cases focusing on the facts, the issues,
the contribution to Sri Lankan jurisprudence and outcome;

i.  Bulankulama and others v. Ministry of Industrial Development and others 2000 (3)
SLR 243

ii. Watte Gedera Wijebanda v. The Conservator General of Forests and Others 2009 (1)
337

iii. Ravindra Gunawardena Kariyawasam Vs. Central Environment Authority and others

(Chunnakam case) [SC FR 141/2015] {16 marks)
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SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
-ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION — OCTOBER 2025
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW (LW 105)
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SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025
INDUSTRIAL LAW (LW 108)

Time - 3 hours

Answer only Six (6) questions in total. Answer Four (4) questions from Part | {including
question No.1) and Two (2) questions from Part . The first gquestion is compulsory and
carries Twenty {20) marks. Every other question carries Sixteen (16) marks.

Part |

1. Discuss the extent to which the provisions of the Termination of Employment of
Workmen (Special Provisions) Act provide job security to the workmen against non-
disciplinary terminations. ) (20 marks)

2. Lanka Medi Tec Ltd has monopoly in distribution of surgical instruments in the
Country. The sole trade union in the Company has commenced a strike action
demanding a wage increase, and the strike action immensely affects surgeries in the
Country. Discuss the methods available to settle the dispute under the Industrial

Disputes Act. (16 marks)

3, Explain the legal aspects relating to probationary employment in the private sector.
(16 marks)
4, Mala worked in Green Vege Lid as an Assistant in the cleaning section of the Company.

The Company supplies vegetables to the Super Markets in and around Colombo. On
28 August 2025, security officers of the Company found that she had taken some
damaged vegetables in her bag without any permission. According to the evidence,
the vegetables were in the disposal section to be sent to an animal farm. However,
the Management of the Company has terminated her services for the misconduct.
Mala wishes to seek relief against termination of her services. Advise her. {16 marks)

5. Ocean Foods Ltd exports sea foods to many countries. The Company engages thirty
fishermen in deep sea fishing since the commencement of its business in 2019. The
fishermen do not have any letter of appointment. The fishermen use the boat, fuel,
net and other equipment provided by the Company for fishing. The fishermen are not
permitted to work for other people, and delegate their work to other people. The
Company does not pay any fixed payment fo the fishermen. It pays a monthiy
retention fee of Rs.40,000/= and a commission calculated on the basis of the value of
the catch during the month to every fisherman. The Company does not make any
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contribution to the E.P.F. in the fishermen’s names. The fishermen wish to know
whether they are workmen or independent contractors of the Company.

Advise them. (16 marks}

Lanka Business Lawyers’ Forum has organized a seminar on Trade Union Law. The
Organization has requested you to make a presentation on the topic of “Limitations to
Right to Strike in Sri Lanka”. Explain the key points that you would include in your
presentation. | (16 marks)

Lal worked as a painter in Green Construction Company. He has fallen from a

scaffolding and sustained serious injuries. At the time of the accident, Lal was not

wearing the safety-belt provided by the Company. Discuss whether Lal is entitled to

- compensation under the Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance. Would your answer
be different if Lal has died due to the accident? Give reasons for your answer.

{16 marks)

Wuhan Lanka Company employs 950 workmen since the commencement of its
business in 1990. Ravi worked in the Company as the Human Resource Manager since
1990 and reached his age of retirement on 31-12- 2015 after working in the Company
for 25 years. The Company paid his gratuity at the time of his retirement and he
accepted it. Thereafter, the Company engaged him in services from 01-01-2016 to 31-
12-2024 under fixed term contracts. The Company calculated his gratuity separately
for the period from 01-01-2016 to 31-12-2024. Ravi refuses to accept the gratuity and
argues that the total period of his services from 1990 to 2024 should be considered
together for calculation of his gratuity.

Do you agree with his argument? Give reasons for your answer. (16 marks)

Discuss the legal aspects relating to collective bargaining and collective agreement.
(16 marks)
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SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY / INTERMEDIATE YEAR EXAMINATION — OCTOBER 2025
LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING AND STATUTORY INTERPRETATION (LW 104 / 213)

Time — 3 hours

Answer Six (6) questions only. The first question is compulsory and carries Twenty {20) marks.
Every other question carries Sixteen (16) marks.

. (a) The Cabinet of Ministers determines the Legislative Programme and the priority of drafting
legislation. Explain the procedure that follows this determination. In your answer, identify the
role of the Secretary to the Cabinet, the Secretary to the Ministry, and the Legal Draftsman in
giving effect to the Cabinet’s decision. ' {10 marks)

(b) “In interpreting statutes, the judiciary must strive to give effect to the intention of
Parliament without assuming the role of Parliament itself.” Discuss. (10 marks)
(Total = 20 marks)

. “Good legislative drafting instruction is o pearl beyond price and does not only improve the
quality and effectiveness of legislation but also allows the legislative drafter to focus on the
expression of the law rather than struggling to understand the mischief behind the policy.”

Discuss the importance of clear legislative drafting instructions in the legislative process. In your
answer, explain the following :-.

{a) The role of legislative drafting instructions in guiding the Legal Draftsman.

(b} How poor legislative instructions can affect the quality, clarity, and timeliness of legislation.

(c) Why good instructions contribute to both effective law-making and efficient use of the
drafter’s time. (16 marks)

. Plain language in legislative drafting aims to make laws clear, concise, and accessible.

Discuss the importance of plain language in legislative drafting. In your answer, explain the
foilowing :-

~ {a) The objectives of plain language.

{b) The methods used to achieve clarity and accessibility.

(c) The benefits of adopting a plain language approach for the public and legal professionals.
{16 marks)

. Explain the procedure to be followed by a Ministry or Authority in the preparation and
. submission of subordinate legislation. In your answer, discuss:

(a) The responsibility of drafting subordinate legislation.
Page lof 2



(b) The role of the Legal Draftsman in the revision process.
{¢) The treatment of previously revised drafts.
(d) The requirements when advice or opinion has been sought from the Attorney-General.
(16 marks)

. You are instructed to prepare the long title of a Bill to be presented to Parliament. The Bill is
intended to introduce a new law called the Anti-Terrorism Act and to repeal the Prevention of
Terrotism {Temporary Provisions) Act, No. 48 of 1979, Draft the long title of the Bill. (16 marks)

. The Wildlife Protection Act states that “No person shall interfere with any wild animal within a
designated sanctuary.” The Act, however, does not define the term “interfere.”

A wildlife photographer has been charged under this provision after approaching a herd of
elephants to take close-up photographs. The photographer did not touch, feed, or harm the

animals but used a drone that caused the elephants to become visibly agitated and move away

from their resting area.

Discuss how a court might interpret the term “interfere” in this context, applying and evaluating
the different rules of statutory interpretation. (16 marks)

. {i} Section 15 of the Road Safety Act provides: “No vehicle shall be driven in a public place
without lights during the night.” Ruwan rides his bicycle without lights at 7.00 p.m. on a
nublic road. He argues that a bicycle is not a vehicle within the meaning of the Act. Apply the
literal rule and explain whether Ruwan is liable. (5 marks)

(ii) Section 5 of the Public Parks Act states: “Dogs are not allowed in any public park.” Anoma
enters a public park with her guide dog, which helps her navigate due to a visual disability.
Apply the golden rule and discuss whether anoma is liable. {5 marks)

(iii) Section 10 of the Environmental Protection Act provides: “No person shall discharge waste
into any river.” A factory releases treat=d water containing harmless natural substances into
a river to maintain fish breeding. Apply the mischief rule and determine how the court

might interpret the provision. (6 marks)
(Total = 16 marks)

. Write a brief note on the significance of Internal Aids in interpretation of statutes. (16 marks})

. Briefly trace the evolution of statutory interpretation from traditional rules to modern
approaches, highlighting key differences and judicial developments. {16 marks)
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6. oumelomg uTssTIyE  slLwraig  Oewugory  goun6  Geddaps.  “opbsmeimd
Gsseissiul. syammeowsdmiet glaebd  susmaleomiGL e gameuip Geligeorsrsl.”
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sgmdent, ogaiey  @QaCupuryEid)  @opey  enliiuGdeaprT.  uedglurent
slevEiGsmer OsTLGT, o ameyl LBaum Sives Sudmpsstour  Asime, DL UDEEHLD
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Qursl a5Bulsd wremey  7.00 wenlwelsd QeuelFmfe Fenml HGeds] MUl @LIGETTT.
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(5 weirefae)
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o _GeNym eI SLHIUl. - (5 yehefmel)

(i) @psd uTEBTOLE sl R 10 opb Ofe) Wdeumorn gHuTg QriHams: “ o), LeaIpHLD
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oybfigust  Fmisby  BUHMBUTEN  USTTHBBISMEN GanadiL.  uflsfissin L By
AElsdams. Hug odow  giumLugTed)  FHompd  aseurn  BeGapurient
QurmsiBasnLsd Geuiyd eiag Smoraiss. (6 yelreiaei)

(Qurssh 16 siefse)
8. BussLmismer GuTEHGaLe Qauludsd osew 2 galseisr (Internal Aids} (pasElwbgiaud

1851 st ss. (16 yeiretilaseir)
9. (psdweren CaupurGas wHnWw BHwan almsHemen GeuaflEsTi iy ummbufw  elgHseMed®ba
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SIEHLIITENE! ST6IS, (16 sieiaaT)
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Write your answers legibly. illegible handwriting will be penalised.

SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025

LAW OF OBLIGATIONS I (LW 107)

Time - 3 hours

Answer only Six {6) questions. The first 'uestion is compulsory and carries Twenty (20)

marks. Every other question carries Sixteen (16) marks.

1. Mr. Desmond, a retired engineer, lives with his wife Mary in Nugegoda. He invested all his !
savings to construct a three-storied commercial building in Nugegoda town. His sole |
income Is the monthly lease rental generated from the said property.

In January 2022, Mr. Cresto, a British national and owner of Cresto Lanka (Private) Limited
(a company incorporated under the Companies Act of Sri Lanka), was searching for
premises in Nugegoda to establish his business. After seeing Mr. Desmond’s advertisement
and negotiating with him, Mr. Cresto agreed to lease two floors {ground and first floors) of
the building for his company.

The parties executed a lease agreement dated 31% January, 2022 attested by Maithree
Weerasinghe, Notary Public. Among other conditions, the agreement provided that:

a. The lease commences in February 2022 and ends in January 2024,

b. The monthly rent is Rs. 500,000/= and must be paid by the lessee on or before the
30 of every month. ‘

¢. The lessee company shall not store or bring onto the premises any articles of a
specifically combustible, inflammable, or dangerous nature.

d. At the end of the lease (or earlier termination), the lessee company shall return the
premises to the lessor with: vacant possession, in the same condition as at the start of
the lease, together with all fixtures and fittings, except for reasonable wear and tear.

e. The second floor of the building is a restricted floor, and the lessee has no right of

access to it.

On 1** February 2022, Mr. Cresto occupied the premises and began business operations.
Mr. Desmond, however, had kept his ancestral antique furniture worth Rs. 20 million on
the second floor without disclosing this to Mr. Cresto.
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In June 2022, during Sri Lanka’'s economic crisis and fuel shortage, Mr. Cresto stored a few
gallons of petrol in the ground-floor storeroom for use in his motorbike. On 30 June 2022,
a fire broke out in the building, destroying the entire building. Investigations by the Police
and the Department of Government Analyst revealed that the fire originated from the
stored petrol. A fire analysis expert valued the damage at Rs. 100 million and estimated
that repairs would take about one year.

Mr. Desmond was particularly distressed by the destruction of his ancestral antigue .
furniture.

Mr. Desmond now seeks your legal advice regarding his losses arising from the fire.
In your advice, discuss the legal principles, relevant case law, and damages recoverable by
Mr. Desmond.

(20 marks)

2. “Contractual obligations arise from the consent of parties, whereas delictual obligations
are imposed by law.” Discuss this statement with reference 1o:

a) The origin and nature of contractual and delictual obligations.
b) The scope of duties owed under each.
¢} The remedies available for breach of each obligation.
(16 marks)

3. Provide a brief explanation of the essential elements that constitute a valid contract.
{Explain each element with relevant examples and case law.)

{16 marks)
4. Explain the following situations with relevant legal concepts and case faw.
Explanation of the relevant legal concept {03 marks})
Cose law (01 marl)

a. Harshani was negotiating with her cousin, Isuru, to buy his vintage bicycle. In an
emall, Harshani wrote:
“If | don’t hear from you by Friday, | will consider the bicycle mine at Rs. 50,000/=."
Isuru did not reply to the email. On Friday, Harshani went ahead and took the bicycle.
However, 1suru had already sold it to a local shop. Harshani is now claiming that she
had a binding contract with Isuru and demands that he deliver the bicycle or pay
damages. (04 marks)
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b. MediCare Ltd advertised on the Cobra TV channel that it would pay Rs. 100,000/= to
any person who used its new “FluShield Capsule” three times daily for two weeks and
still caught the flu. To show its sincerity, MediCare Ltd stated in the advertisement
that it had deposited Rs. 1 million in a bank account.

Ishini purchased the capsules, followed the instructions exactly, but nevertheless
contracted the flu. When she demanded the Rs. 100,000/=, MediCare Ltd refused,
claiming there was no binding contract as the advertisement was merely a “sales puff”’
and not intended to create legal relations. ‘ {04 marks)

¢. Kaushalya, a renowned opera singer, signed a contract to perform at City Opera House
for three months, from April to June, for Rs. 200,000/= per month. The contract stated
that Kaushalya must arrive in the city five days before rehearsals “without fail.”
Kaushalya arrived only two days hefore rehearsals due to illness. The Opera House

cancelled the entire contract, claiming her breach entitled them to terminate.
(04 marks)

d. SweetBite Ltd ran a promotion offering a limited-edition music CD for Rs. 1000/= plus
three empty SweetBite chocolate wrappers. Nirna sent the required Rs. 1000/= and
three wrappers. SweetBite refused to send her the CD, claiming that the wrappers
were “of no value” and therefore no valid consideration had been provided.

' ' (04 marks)
(Total 16 marks)

5. Tech Pacific Ltd, a company based in Colombo, sent a contract offer via email to Arrow

Supplies Ltd, a company based in Singapore, for the supply of 500 high-tech laptops at
$50,000. Arrow Supplies Ltd immediately emailed their acceptance. However, due to a
technical fault in Colombo, the acceptance email never reached Tech Pacific Ltd. Arrow
Supplies Ltd assumed the contract was valid and began preparing the shipment, while
Tech Pacific Ltd, unaware of the acceptance, engaged another supplier.
Arrow Supplies Ltd now claims that a binding contract was formed and demands payment
for breach of contract. Tech Pacific Lt argues that no contract was formed because they
never received the acceptance.
Advise both parties on whether a contract exists, and discuss the principles relating to
contract formation via instantaneous communication, the relevance of receipt of
acceptance, and any exceptions to the postal rule, with reference to relevant case law.
(16 marks)

6. Write short notes on any two (2) of the following:

1. Udulagama v, Boange 61 NLR 25
2. Balfourv. Balfour [1918] 2 K.B. 571 {Court of Appeal)
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3. Laesio Enormis
4, Honour Clauses
{08 x 02 = Total 16 marks)

7. ljaz, an inexperienced car buyer, visits Supuh Motors to purchase a used car. Supun, the
dealer, assures him: “This car has only run 15,000 km since its engine was replaced. You
don’t need to check the mileage records.” He also states: “The car is in perfect condition.
If there’s anything wrong, | would tell you.”

- ljaz signs a written contract for the purchase of the car. The contract contains an exclusion
clause which states: “The seller shall not be liable for any defects in the car once sold.”
After purchase, ljaz discovers that the car had in fact run over 80,000 km since the engine
replacement, and the gearbox was faulty, making the car unfit for normal use. Advise ljaz
on:

a) Whether Supun’s statements are to be treated as terms of the contract or there
representations, and the remedies available.

b} The validity and enforceability of the exclusion clause, with reference to relevant

case law and statutory provisions. '

: - {16 marks)

- 8. “Avaluable consideration in the sense of the law, may consist either in some right, interest,
profit, or benefit accruing to the one party, or some forbearance, detriment, loss, or
responsibility given, suffered or undertaken by the other.”
— Lush I. in Currie v. Misa (1874} LR 10 Ex 153
Distinguish the above statement from Justa Causa in Roman-Dutch Law, with reference

to relevant case law. (16 marks)

9.
i) Briefly name the main factors that can vitiate a contract, rendering it void or
voidable, : {04 marks)
ii) Examine ‘mistake’ as a vitiating factor in contract faw, illustrating your answer with
examples and relevant case law. {12 marks)
(Total 16 marks)
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SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025

LAW OF OBLIGATIONS I (LW 107}
e 886 | (1w 107)
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g owde gn A0 &. (e 4)

&a) MediCare Ltd ©8:0® Cobra 38 2»8mned edee ¢ziddn @dew yDide mdn cfed,
28 & “FluShield w88y d” 50 nod 06, 68 e¢mn 36100 wdmm RBelsy gona®,
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—Lush J. in Currie v. Misa (1874) LR 10 Ex 153
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SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025
LAW OF OBLIGATIONS | {LW 107)
sLOunBss sl | (LW 107)
Time: 3 Hours
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SIUTE SeiHS eumwramd QEralult HsamsHldEhE 2 (BaumssiuED WOTHATHS
GBHBMEL  LIGRTION @b,
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8) sHemasE Cuppsi Gilute afudsmigu, Gagdsssmgw TV )

SDLBTIOTE B 2 epLwgtal  gCa@id QUTGBLEMET  susTelenis
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otonids Gampaletimal. (4 yeiiemeir)
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6. Write short notes on any two (2} of the following:
1. Udulagama v. Boange 61 NLR 25
2. Balfour v. Balfour [1919] 2 K.B 571 (Court of Appeal)
3. Laesio Enormis
4. Gmenyeu surgsmimen (Honour Clauses) (8x2=16 yeieflse)
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Write your answers legibly. Hilegible handwriting will be penalised.
SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025

LAW OF PERSONS (LW 103}
: Time - 3 hours
Answer only Six (6) questions in total. Answer Four {4) guestions from Part | {including question
No.1) and Two {2) questions from Part Il. The first question is compulsory and carries Twenty
{20} marks. Every other question_carries Sixteen {16) marks.

Part |

1. Sajith and Amaya have been married for seven years and currently live in Colombo, where Amaya
works as a university lecturer. Sajith, an IT professional, works remotely and manages software
projects for overseas clients,

A few months ago, Amaya’s long-time friend from university, Ishara, moved to Colombo to take
up a job at a private medical lab. Since Ishara didn’t have family in the city, Amaya invited her to
temporarily stay in their home until she found her own place. Sajith agreed, though somewhat
reluctantly.
Over time, Sajith and Ishara began spending more time together. Amaya noticed that Ishara often
laughed at Sajith’s jokes, and Sajith seemed more cheerful and attentive when Ishara was around.
However, nothing explicit had occurred — at least to Amaya’s knowledge.
"Two months later, Ishara moved into her own apartment. A week after her move, Amaya
" borrowed Sajith’s tablet to prepare a lecture and accidentally came across a series of messages
between Sajith and Ishara. One message from Sajith read: “You've brought light into my life in
ways | can’t explain. | miss having you around, Can we meet tomorrow?”
Amaya is now convinced Sajith and Ishara are having an affair. She has moved into her parents’
home and told Sajith she intends to fife for divorce. She has also said she will consider suing Ishara.
Sajith insists that he and Ishara are just close friends, and that the messages were misinterpreted.
Ishara is shocked by the accusations and claims she was never romantically involved with Sajith.

Ishara seeks your advice on her position and potential legal liability. {20 marks)

2. “Sri Lanka’s fault based divorce law is outdated.” Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer.
(16 marks)

3. Dilan, a 48-year-old entrepreneur, runs a successful organic farming business in the outskirts of
Kurunegala. He is married to Mevanthi, who worked as the accounts officer in his company until
she resigned two years ago due to alleged health reasons. The couple has three children: Ravini
{aged 18), an A/L student who also earhs a modast income by tutoring younger children in the
area, Nimesh (aged 14), who is in school, and Avanthi (aged 3}, who attends daycare.
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While working at the company, Mevanthi was known to have developed a close personal
relationship with Roshan, a long-time employee who later left the business under contentious _
circumstances. It has become common knowledge among the staff and community that this
relationship has continued. Dilan recently found a series of WhatsApp messages between
Mevanthi and Roshan, suggesting a long-standing intimate relationship, including conversations
around Avanthi’s birth. Dilan now strongly believes that Roshan is the biological father of
Avanthi and not himself. Feeling betrayed, Dilan stopped providing financial support to
Mevanthi and has not contributed to household expenses or childcare costs for the past nine
months.

Advise Dilan on whether he is legally obliged to support Mevanthi and the children. {16 marks)

4. "The continued recognition of a 'promise to marry' as legally actionable in Sri Lankan law
represents a tension between personal freedom and legal enforcement of private moral
obligations. In a society that increasingly values individual autonomy and evolving social norms,
is there still a place for such a law?" Discuss. (16 marks)

5. Tharindu and Nimali are the parents of two children: Sanodya, aged 9, and Ramitha, aged 6.
~Tharindu’s cousin, Ruwin, and his wife Sharanya, both aged 34, are a well-off couple living in
Colombo. Although married for over ten years, they have not had children. Ruwin has recently
suggested adopting'Sanodya, as he believes he can provide her with a better life, inéluding
private education and overseas opportunities. Tharindu, who is currently experiencing financial
difficulties due to business losses, sees this as an opportunity for Sanodya’s future and agrees.
However, Nimali is deeply opposed to the idea. Sanodya herself is unaware of the adoption
discussions and is particularly close to her younger brother, Ramitha. Ruwin has promised to
treat 2 longstanding loan of Rs. 5 Million that Tharindu owes him as settled, if the adoption
proceeds. Sharanya has recently expressed concerns about whether she is emotionally ready to
be a parent, and has mentioned to her friends that the idea of adopting a child came mainly
from Ruwin, not her. Advise Ruwin. {16 marks)

6. “Courtsin Sri Lanka have a wide discretion in custody matters, but will always prioritize the best
irnterests of the chilc above all.” Diccuss the development of the law relating to custody in Sri
Lanka with reference to relevant principles, fegal provisions and case law. {16 marks)

7. Write short notes on any two {2) of the following:

i.  Customary martiages

it. Capacity to marry

iii. Void and voidable marfiage

iv. Condonation of adultery (2 x 8 = Total 16 marks)
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-8.

i. Write 3 ways by which a last will can be revoked according to the Prevention of Frauds
Ordinance, : : (1 1/2 marks)

ii. Rukshan died testate on 10t June 2025, bequeathing all his movable and immovable property
“equally among his wife, Sulakshi and two children, Ranga and Rangi. Rukshan had executed
the last will on 29" October 2020, Accordingly, Sulakshi and her children went to a licensed
commercial bank to claim some jewellery lying in Rukshan’s vault. However, the bank refused
to hand over the property to them as Rukshan had named his sister Sulaya as the “nominee”
on 22" February 2010. Advise Sulakshi and her children. (6 marks)

iii. Sarath died intestate on 24™ of August 2025, leaving his wife Ramya. They did not have any
children from their marriage. Sarath’s mother Menike {who now is a widow), and Sarath’s
brother of full blood (full brother) Sudath, insist that Ramya should seek advice from a lawyer
regarding the devolution of Sarath’s property. Sarath had another brother of full blood (full
brother} called Sesath, who passed away two years ago, leaving his wife and two children Sonik
and Sunik. Advise Ramya on the devolution of Sarath’s property. {8 1/2 marks)

' (Total 16 marks)
Part!l |

9. Punchi Menike, a Kandyan woman, married Banda in 1995 under Diga marriage. After nearly 25

years of marriage, serious disputes arose, Banda repeatedly ill-treated her, and she alleged that
he was carrying on an adulterous relationship with his cousin. Unable to bear the cruelty, Punchi
Menike left the matrimonial home in 2022 and has since been living separately. In 2024, Banda
applied to the District Registrar of Matale seeking dissolution of the marriage on the grounds
of “inability to live happily together” under Section 32(e), citing that they had been living apart
for over one year. Punchi Menike, in response, filed her own application alleging “adultery
coupled with gross cruelty” under Section 32({b). The District Registrar, after inquiry, refused to
grant dissclution on Banda’s application but dismissed Punchi Menike’s claim due to insufficient
evidence of adultery. Dissatisfied, she appealed to the District Court under Section 34. -

Discuss the grounds for divorce available to each party under Sections 32 and 33 of the Kandyan
Marriage and Divorce Act No. 44 of 1952, Examine the jurisdiction and procedure for making
such applications (Sections 33~34) and analyze whether Punchi Menike’s appeal to the District
Court is maintainable. (16 marks)

~ 10. Tillekeratne Bandara, a Kandyan man with no children of his own, wished to adopt his nephew

Sugath Seneviratne as his heir. In 1935, in the presence of villagers and the temple priest,
Bandara openly declared that Seneviratne would be his adopted son and successor. Seneviratne
thereafter lived with Bandara and assisted him in managing his paddy fields. Bandara’s relatives
accepted Seneviratne as the heir during his lifetime. In 1942, after the enactment of the
Kandyan Law Declaration and Amendment Ordinance No. 39 of 1938, Bandara executed no
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written deed of adoption but continued to treat Seneviratne as his son. Upon Bandara’s death
intestate in 1945, his brother’s children (Bandara’s nieces and nephews) claimed the estate,
arguing that the adoption was invalid under codified Kandyan Law. Seneviratne, however,
claimed the property as the validly adopted son and sole heir.

Advise the parties, referring to the principles of customary Kandyan Law, codified Kandyan Law
under Ordinance No. 39 of 1938, and relevant case law. (16 marks)

11. Nilufa was married to Naleem for 15 years. On 1st February 2025, Naleem pronounced Talaq
(divorce)} on Nilufa. The couple has two children: a 12-year-old daughter and an 8-year-old son.
Following the divorce, both Nilufa and Naleem are seeking physical custody of the children.
Meanwhile, Nilufa’s father is arranging her remarriage. Naleem believes that Nilufa's remarriage
will strengthen his claim to custody of the children. Discuss. ' (16 marks)

12, Under Islamic Law as appiied in Sri Lanka, the duty of maintenance is primarily the responsibility
of the male parties. Discuss the obligations of the husband to maintain his wife or wives and
the father to maintain his children, with reference to statutory provisions and relevant case
laws. : (16 marks)

13, Mr. Raj, 35 years old, a Sri Lankan born native of Northern Sri Lanka, living in Canada who has

~ dual ciiizenship, visits Sri Lanka after 25 years and is in contact with his peers who look after
the properties, and tried to understand the context of Thesawalamai with reference to its
application with relevant legal provisions and decided cases. Please discuss with Mr. Raj and
assist him on the following aspects relating to the application of Thesawalamai law:

{i) Whether his property located in Colombo, land in Jaffna, and his residence in Mannar of
Sri Lanka will be governed under Thesawalomai and whether the law of Thesawalamai applies to -
Tamil inhabitants of the Northern Province irrespective of their place of residence; and (6 marks)
(i} Whether Thesawalamai extends to both movable and immovable property situated
anywhere within Sri Lanka. | (10 marks)
(Total = 16 marks)

14. The legal concepts of age of inajority, definition of a child, and minimum age requirements for
marriage are intended to create a safer and more protective environment for the welfare and
best interests of children. In the case of Chellappa v. Kumaraswamy {1915) 18 NLR 435 at 437, it
was established that Tamils governed by Thesawalamai law may enter into a valid customary
marriage. Critically evaluate the légal validity of a customary marriage involving a minor who is
governed by Thesawalamai law, with reference to relevant statutory provisions, case law, and
principles relating to child protection and consent. (16 marks)
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wralt  BIwaimsHnsre  Punchi Menike Ber  Cuanpenpui®  CuemlLLHUTRSTS
2 _GENBI 6160 LTS, (16 yshieiasit)

g GCorhal Derenenser Revevrs samngw  openaen  Tillekeretne Bandara  aisiusues
amg enfuflenwowirenyrs  Sugath Senaviratne a@ip  gerg  wELsma  wsGaby
afpbiienme, 1935 oyl opemi, SgToSseatset  womid ussBErels)  (GEHbHsT
weiiafleneoullsd, Bandara, Seneviratne ediiLousl Feg WSCDBUII L.  DBHT  DIHBHIL 6
anfufleniowmenyra Qpsdlarorar e GauefliumLwrsl NysLesmd QsdisTer Senaviratne,
Bandara eyLeim oimeit Aaienm eumbbaiTen, ai@ﬂ.eﬁ SiuenE CHed QULSIEENET (LPSBTTENLD
Oeuleugley o galemrs. Bandara afe 2 pelaiesT sewaim ambpsresdar  Gurg
aubiuyflemowimengrs  Senaviratne emsy gHEISOETEHILIT. 1942 Sulb  ouaviged 1938 Syl
opeuger 39 gub  @evds, sammpwF  FLLL  MjsLend wpph  HmpsSwimen
sLLmEF_ LS FlLansssHear Oatenir, Bandara basBaupm eawsHeoren 2_md
asmAWL BaopGaupnelime. oL SaTgl bses Senaviratne e BLITSHHIEUNS
GerLabsTar. 1945 oyb oevngsd @mflefpiureenitaiiy  Bandara efer  Bmiulen
G, oieusg oCarpyissieanr detemenset (Bandara efell wmwse wH@D wEHLSET)
weEGupy CarmauGisiulL. saugws  FLLHASSD  ausdshma  sew  aurdSil (B
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11.

12,

13.

14.

wraFFrsms Carieammiser. eaelsurpruigib Senaviratne suelats waGaMSUILLL D&
QGG Falss suflujflenowment eren pFaHmSHH CommhearTer.

APSBBTOMIS HewgwiF FLL Gamurhasr. 1938 oub oy CaTensulinBGHSIILL
samigE  FLL  UpsLend wpph  HESsS  alLmaFFILL  lopmd  SiEsiulL
alpd@Gsmen GSTLILNSS Hpssataan wHymiuelsss. (16 yeirefiaat)

Nilufa eeiiusust 15 opemiBaens@ (et Naleem eeusuenens Spweand Qeuismsi. 2025
Guiireufl 1 <oy SHsPweam Naleem, Nilufa Bz sevd  (lalaq) o _smrssTe.
Sl GUGESD 12 AWSMLW 1HEHD 8 aLFMmLW ba@ITs Sgan®  Ussnsnsel
o _eionent. elursydmss GsrLihs  Naleem wpmped  Nilufa @@sume  detenenserfler
Guengs UTHIETUMmS BriSaspant. 2185C8mmen Nilufa Bear sHos eusng W@
SpoemsHneG H(pmyEGFuIdaT. Nilufa @er  wp@Bmoand  Dereersefisr
urgsTusybaETan Seurs Cerfémemuw umlLBSEND s BLOLSaprer. Naleem gyugmis

(16 yeirafseaT)
@evsimaulsd  goUmLWSTEUTDIS  @eveomBlug LSS, urrofiys  sLew
(adhwiors sy gpssautsele  Qurpily o, pudFsls gHUTESeT  oHDId
Gnpran SIS FLLmSMmer QaTLIYmSS Hoim  weetall  deH  Wwenaealisensn
ugrfiugnesTar samaalan sLLurGEeT DML sog Uetasnasnstl ugmofliughaTsn
shanglel sLUUNBBMET LFTUIS. (16 yeieflmei)

35 auwZNLW SeomnEwyTer FTE aciued Seomims LiaissHe Tubhas serimels
afdan Srliel Ursraflaw QGorewiisusr. oeuer 25 sLmmBeensGH  LeterT
BBIMBEE  UHSHILA, SLSOEEmeNS  Selellbdlaiy  SeUTH 2 DelaiTHEhL e
QsTLnied o evemrer.  oeuT  @epwumen sLL  gpur(bhsel  ppid  STHsOuL
AMOBGHBEHLAT  DIFMH  gpUmLemwmws  GsTLiymiss  CoFeaupsnioulst  senwleny
alenmidECsTsien (WwhHdhsrr. HEITE 2 Le sabaieorung GzFaupemos sLLSIe
ghymLenw TG Haiamd SubsFmseT 156 DIaIbHEES 2_HeH:-

(i} @evmienasuled QETUpDIs) 2. 6iTeT SEUTE S, WMplLUTaNSSisiTen Sren, LOHDID
wenisandgysiion  oieugsl aufaiw Coesupsnioulenned opemiiuGor? CoFeupenlod FLLID
aeuiseial aufalLgmasl GUTGLUBSBTS L. wrsTen SO  GQRUIGLLITETTSEDSE

FoOLMmLWSTEGHT? (6 yeiefizseir)
(i) Caoapemw Heommasulae aRGHEID DIMIBIIOTEN  SEHFUID  WHDILD  DIEHFWLT
SLEeND @resngm@ld BlasiuGaapat? (10 yeireflsmem)

(Quorgz 16 ysiteflser)

LIFTUNGeNL WD auWig), LieaTenenQuinsiflen susnraisvssad, Wb SHLansSDETa s
BopmaiurGser upPls FLL  aonenssEm UeTenetseiar Gabeoet whoD NHFADHS
EEBMHDBEHEHETHT  STOUTEEW CLIb fsald urHETOHUT GCTmD 2 (HTEHS
o _cnsasmaudamg. Chellappa v. Kumarasuwamy (1915) 18 NLR Y35 at 437 anpsdlen,
Gaaanpmns FLLSHMTE SpeniuGn SOPTHT aedsTst apssTonis SHparsms g
Gameteneorid aend sTissiUCLFE. Beowurer BwHsF L goun@Gser, HTOyF FULmSM
how  Hgewt  urgisTly LOHML  Fbwgw GeTLTNoren CamTiurGamens GCHTLTLDISS
Gooaupampuiamed  SLETULBEL  UFTWIOSLWTS @GaT  ADwhsluGhdan  ainpssThms
HmwemsHar L uelsrbeaienoamul HIENSSTITUIS. (16 yeireflseir)
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Write your answers legibly. llegible handwriting will be penalised.

SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025
LEGAL HISTORY & LEGAL SYSTEMS (LW 102)

Time - 3 hours

Answer Six {6) questions only. The first question is compulsory arid carries Twenty (20)
marks. Every other question carries Sixteen (16} marks.

1.

“In course of time Roman Dutch Law has been subject to progressive development by
court’s own procedure (cursus curiae) as the Courts of Ceylon have applied its basic
principles to the solution of legal problems posed by changing conditions of society of
Ceylon”. [Kodeswaran v AG. (1969) 72 NLR 337 at p.342]

Critically analyse the above statement, citing some instances where the Sri Lankan courts
have responded to make Sri Lankan law a vibrant entity rather than relegating it to

archives. (20 marks)
(i} Briefly explain the sources of ancient Kandyan Law {6 marks)
(i1} Explain fully the modern sources of Kandyan Law {10 marks)

(Total = 16 marks)

‘The introduction of Laws of England (Civil Law} Ordinance No: 5 of 1852 enabled Laws
of England to be applied in Ceylon in certain cases such as maritime and commercial
matters to the total displacement of the Roman Dutch Law’. [U. Egalahewa, “Commercial
Laws of Sri Lanka: Applicability of Laws of England”}].

Is this a correct assessment of the history of introduction of English law in Sri Lanka?
Substantiate your answer citing relevant judicial authorities {16 marks)

(i) Briefly describe how the Republic of the United Netherlands entrusted authority to the
directorate of the East India Company Council to govern Ceylon as one of its colonies.

(8 marks)
(ii) Describe fully the composition, powers and jurisdiction of the Van Raad Justitie (High
Court). {8 marks)

(2 x 8 = Total 16 marks)

“There is a strong presumption in favour of the continuance of a domicile of origin, The
burden of proving a change of domicile from one of originto one of choice is a heavy one”
per Sharvananda CJ in Sivagnanalingam v Suntheralingam (1988) 1 SriLanka LR 86

Critically evaluate the above statement resorting to decided cases. (16 marks)
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6. “The Supreme Court of Sri Lanka shall be the highest and final superior Court of record in
the Republic and shall subject to the provisions of the Constitution exercise -”

Discuss the composition, powers and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court under the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 1978. {16 marks)

/
7. “Stated in a general form, stare decisis signifies that when a point of law has been once

settled by a judicial decision, it forms o precedent which is not to be departed from
afterward. Differently expressed, a prior case, must be followed in a subsequent case.”

-Edgar Bodenheimer in Jurisprudence: The Philosophy and Method of the Law,
Harvard University Press (1976}-

(i) Describe the application of the Doctrine of ‘stare decisis’ including the preceding
conditions, Ratio Decidendi and Obiter Dicta. {8 marks)

(ii) Describe the exceptions to the Doctrine of ‘stare decisis’ with case laws and/or relevant
examples. (8 marks)

(2 X 8 = Total 16 marks}

8. Answer any TWO {2} of the following:

(i} Sources of Muslim law in Sri Lanka;

(i) Requisite tests for a legally binding custom;

(iil} Equity as source of law;

(iv) Describe fully the composition, powers, jurisdiction and the other significant
characteristics of the Civile Raad (Civil Court).

(2 X 8 = Total 16 marks)

9. Explain four (04) main modes of acquiring Ownership in fus Civile under Roman Law.

(16 marks)
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2Ded SBmde outTR ot ety Bodn. ool o aadbed cndg ol oox goed,
Write your answers legibly. illagible handwriting will be penalised.

§RI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS - AT - LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025
LEGAL HISTORY & LEGAL SYSTEMS (LW 102}
35 oSwes o) 88 ofd8s (Lw 102)

EMEE OTE 3

. “@ o almdem, 08 (edf®in coledll BBed) 88m §eI®, § crBw uthted edmed
D23 gDIOO gmd ¢ dondn eomnim gudm Homdae Ble8c ewgp o0 887, (§
Gomn eBmien) B8 0w 800w WdnWd gMend, eddy cleds BBe BB
gOEOm e stmd g».” [Kodeswaran v AG. (1969) 72 NLR 337 at p.342]

8 Gomn BB Owuduvris BOO Bu w-owsenmd DED g exwuey dmmaex 800
s BRCe8B8rE § o ¢dmies, grn® g0dNOE uBDIG I WS Bown! sews’

mS8st, gum gmne Ecddrf@md guwsin (e 20)
2.(i) cR60 BBed 9106 Grvg wemdsy Bdnc masis. (cme 6)
(ii) 800 BBed 98 Yy wddncf@md ddns misin, {cme 10)
(@ cmeg 16)

3. “1832 gom 5 Oy -G8 BBw (BEF) werttn 2e® awg somm, ©0®d sndm (maritime) wo
Ddits mOYR 8ODSTRO § @b BE ewi OB 80 wich® B8sT odithy culedsd Bfw
2n@EsI® obef 6 g»” [U. Egalahewa, “Commercial Laws of Sri Lanka: Applicability of Laws

of England”].

20® YEad §-G8 BBws § om0 ne owgp Red pBuvne nd@arTRewsT BO0E ¢? 30E
eemBm edmbs’ cuewld ndews dRed BERNT w1 wmisTm. (emes 16)

4. (i) efest Besle d20ue, § G OB Wi B8nesl wenw BEO wews tyenmBd puide
©0@i0e® iy wwidd ¢dmb Acw wdd; pmde wds! Bdnd mdslm. (R 8)

(i) Van Raad Justitie (So8mdene) 8 wegBn, ICHE ¥ ¢lmdw Dew wldndni@nd
Bumd mosis. (emem 8)

2x8=ge cn 16)
Pagelof 2
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5. “ga0®um Dune ¢dsiD sdFDens @@ 8d®dxidewst gRED cumns D yid Bo@xwsl
808, gddvm Dunersy endd o Duned edned B ef 8D by Hled® wide ghnls?
BmEe.” Sharvananda Cl in Sivagnanalingam v Suntheralingom {1988) 1 Sri Lanka LR 86

BRI HEmODED oD gun &R FOBBIB. (emes 16)

6. "8 comned egddndmdame dndded oueg® wy gbomm cfadnd glmdae O and
- REDO DuLied SBBDED wOFD Hurdem me wo -

1978 & Eowmw ghmnsigm o@D dmdded ¢edfRn® Dndudd wder eddulmimaed
we@da, AEHE 8 admde DEB wmdt WSsI™. (cme 16)

7. “omg dOgvenst gme pegd, stare decisis esiemst ecwed mozlew! Bbed worens
almoem Bsiedn! Bfnt Buey ;1B 8O, w6 ayd Bwid eonne @n yotilawy wem DOE.
eDms emcuBst ume megy, ead »E0H, syd »LDmE enedne e wne.” -Edgar
Bodenheimer in Jurisprudence: The Philosophy and Method of the Law, Harvard University
Press (1976}-

(i) 80 emxtedd (preceding conditions), Ratio Decidendi esw Obiter Dicta gpe® ‘stare
decisis’ §eab®ed ewe® dudnd mosis. (cme 8)

(i) of Bl ww/owd epe covde wdw ‘stare decisis’ BeLERwd xBebm Sund
mOETBY. (cmem 8)

(2x8= g e 16)

8. wom wews! %8 senmd (2) BEno ecxsin:

(i) §e38® BBed § co-Be §eow;
(il a5y 8mb ebry lnwd scw ¢dasdy GREY;
(ili} BB ergent ece wideasdw (Equity);
{iv) Civile Raad {88 e¢8mdema) § wegfe, ACHE, ¢Gmish DEE & genRd BCHO GB
e wdyliamensi® Budnd mown.
(2x8=82 = 16)

9. 664®@ BBw wdet lus Civile § B8mB06 @ 01 Be® yhum 9O wndw (04) 81EE mdsin.
(e 16)
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Write your answers legibly. lllegile handwriting will be penalised.
o g ollmLsmers Gpafours apsou. GEelubp oebuwss SemssinG.

SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW PRELIMINARY YEAR EXAMINATION - OCTOBER 2025
LEGAL HISTORY & LEGAL SYSTEMS (LW 102)

. .. b (LW 102

1

“Beomins BAoamEisaT @eonmss  FpssHer  LIRSEED  BamesssianTsd
wsRGsT@Eassil L.  FLL  dyFdmmsellsr Sramse oisag gl Uimes
Gariurthamen  ghUMLWSTEGSapsared, srasSaturg Gyme  Liss sl
pHoapEissie Genhs BLapdmaswpanuiamesd (paiCapmayorar  lalmsdse
sienwow msHapear.” [Kodeswaran v AG. {1969) 72 NLR 337 at p.342]

Bevmins BIHIOMIDEIEAT BOEMEF FLLESMN STUUSESMNN @eubsTIos 2 ulTlLsr
QewpuBl @eiTs WEIDNSHEG udceldasier o FHSTOURSMET I(BSHIBSTL Ig
GupsriulL Fmbhenp HISISSTITUIS.

(20 yerelsein)
(i) e sangws FLSHaT CHTHNMITUISMNN FHSELTS NeTHGS.

(6 ysirailmei)
(i} semngwF FLLGHe Halar CarpHmaTUISmeT (WIpmLWUTS alens@s.

(10 yeiraiamei)

(Qurggd 16 ysiefser)

“1852 oub SLENIRRT 5 b Bds, BESoNHS FLLBSME omiips (Gpulum FlLLb)
slLenenFF LD Gmo LFRF slLHHe  Gorss @Lubuwuias@ SLeOsTT b
athse aLwmser Gurarn @hidadlev alLwmseisd @amemaullsd gUMLIISTHHILIL
Brdleonhes FLLmsmer Guesd Gxwsa.”  [U. Egalshewa, “Commercial Laws of Sri
Lanka: Applicability of Laws of England”].

Geovmimasulsd pmdad FlLsda opfiws sugerpdar  sflwrer  wHISGLreDES
2_shiensn? @enuwmen BHSEMDETT STIEEMET AGSHBETLY 2 g elenLeow
SLBTIILESH SIS (16 yeirefe6ir)

(i) aelour Mo CEFOTHEHS GLUrs saE GolGuDp [HBIGsels TS
GeoommEsml ILEHUFDE SpadphAl swbual Curmauls RusGSBT GULSIDEG
sFsnrhams GuTiLassE aoF sGssoTs eufss. (8 yewefamar)

(i} Van Raad Justitie (Gwed BHloamld) @eNd DHSHIGEUTSSD, SHSIOURISET OHIID

Burwrddashme (pupenowns elilfss. (8 yeirerilme)
(2x 8=16 yenefser)
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5.

8.

“opribl  eumPLQunsiar GFTLIFS Friled UsdioTer eosGLTEN o 6. SRTbU
aumf Gurafledmba Cpflaioora amd GuoramdsTer wrHpGoTaenD semnlliuGHasTer

HeNlD S@ToMeN @ehpm@Lb.” per Sharvananda CJ in Sivagnanalingam v Suntheralingam {1988)

1 Sri Lanka LR 86.
el anpsGasmar afsmsbsenly Gupsyliu L spsmp helbs wANIG Geus.
(16 ugirefmel)

6. “@ovmisns o Wi BHosmd Gewrda o wiflw Bundume UGG WupuT BHHlosmions

BmEs0 CummBOuaTugILa, 5 srdusmpiia giurGaesdsmwans WyGurdss
Gouemi(hid.”

1978 Qb SLewge FBTILIS Barrelas @oupfar swHunemwifadp o Wi
ﬁﬂwmmgﬁm DIMIDSH(HAITHSBLD, SHHIURSBET LHQID BUTLTHESSMS DTTUIE.
(16 yefrefiazmst)

7. “Gurgieuren ampaugbded GO IuLLgE, #lL alLwGoray BHH SruCureamams g

sLemeu FrasiulBGeterCurgl, oim ol Upg elosiul gppuins wpiiTuGurapires
o_mpeundSmese -wpnfiiys Gariur® GPsdapg. Cupres GeefiiuGHslurLsl,
pFemenul aupsOETEm OBrLibg aupbs enpsGsranis deaumpliu. CeusmBn.” -
Edgar Bodenheimer in Jurisprudence: The Philosophy and Method of the Law, Harvard
University Press{1976)- '

(i) whmasw Mewevsst, Sy Pwruwnd (Ratio Decidendi) whapw iemsssamm (Obiter
Dicta) o LuL “apmiiiiy euffidps” Camiurligst goymL s ailuflss.

(8 yeirefasir)
(i) SraaiulL aps@GosT DHELD 60605 BEDUILITET 2 ST aIHSEHLET “@phmiiy
afifhpne” GarLunlyharer slfalos@samen allufbs. (8 yeweaflmeir)

(Quwrgz> 16 Leitef®ei)

eaumeusmeubmien  stenaibuignd @eainghe elenL weflsEs.

(i} Beovrienasuien (pervedd #Lgh GHmmmueurul;

(it} #Lffluwmen B BLUUGHHS ST e SHTODTRINIHEST 6ot GaemeuliumL (B
B 3 6Mev1E6T;

i) el g8prHEeITLITE @UUFa;

(iv) Civile Raad (@puiwsd [BHiwsimid) BT  DMOSHHEUTHED, BHHBHIUBIHET,
BLMUTHESD WDHKED (BG)JQJ (pSENHOTEN GBS (WPupsnowins alufdbs.
(2 X8 = Gurgsd 16 Leiaisar)

9. Gymw FLLSHMBED lus Civile Beir Genssroaienwenul CaTanErdlann STl (PMHDEE

Brsidlene alens@GHaE. (16 yshefiaear)
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